Dear All:

Since this is my first article about the Accreditation process at John Paul II Academy, I thought I’d give you a brief background of how the process was developed and what it is intended to do. This is John Paul II’s initial accreditation because we have finally completed our third year of existence, and as such, is very important to us.

In 1994, the Bishops of Ohio formed the Ohio Catholic School Accrediting Association (OCSAA). The OCSAA is a collaborative undertaking of the Catholic dioceses in Ohio and is governed by the Superintendents of Schools who serve as the OCSAA Commission. The purpose of the OCSAA is to strengthen Catholic school identity and mission and to engage Catholic schools in the ongoing improvement of student learning.

The Guidelines for Ohio's Catholic Schools outline the process through which a school seeks and maintains accreditation. In keeping with the mission of the OCSAA, this process has as its hallmark a commitment to continuous improvement. As each school engages in strategic planning, it moves toward the vision of a high performing school in which students are grounded in their faith life and achieve at high levels.

OCSAA accreditation also requires schools to show evidence that they are implementing OCSAA Standards. The State Board of Education has approved these Standards as comparable to the Operating Standards for Ohio's Schools. Through the OCSAA accreditation process, a new Catholic school can apply for a charter from the state of Ohio and existing Catholic schools can maintain their state charters.

Our first task was to revise our Mission Statement and to develop Belief Statements for the Academy.  The Mission Statement developed by the Task Force was excellent, and the faculty made two small revisions.  It now reads as follows:

John Paul II Academy will partner with your family to provide a faith-centered Catholic education rooted in the Gospel message of love, service, and respect.

Since the Academy did not have belief statements, the faculty developed the following 

John Paul II Academy’s Belief Statements:

1. With the involvement and support of parents, guardians, teachers, and staff members at partners in education, John Paul II Academy will teach each student to live the values of Jesus and to respect the teachings and traditions of the Catholic Church.

2. Participation in daily prayer, weekly Mass, and the Sacraments is essential to the knowledge and growth of our Catholic Faith.

3. Students need a positive, safe, structured environment for learning.

4. Each student is a child of God, deserving respect.  Consequently, children of all faiths and races are welcome to learn, grow, and achieve academically as valued members of our community in Christ.

5. Catholic education promotes and integrates academic excellence and the healthy development of all dimensions of the human person.

6. Education is a lifelong process and we are dedicated to providing students with a strong academic foundation delivered in a manner that inspires their intrinsic desire to learn.

Both the Mission and Belief statements set the focus for what we are to do and who we are to become as a school.  In order to make sure that everyone was aware of the mission of JPII, I developed a prayer based upon that mission statement that we say together every morning before the formal start of our day.   It reads as follows: 

Loving God,

John Paul II Academy is a community that teaches Your Word, Lives Your message, and Loves your people.

Grant that we will grow and flourish in our mission of love, service, and respect.

Give us strong wills and generous hearts to build values for a lifetime.

Give us the courage to work for peace and justice.

We ask this in the name of Your son, our brother, Jesus.  Amen.

Creating the Mission and Belief statements was our first challenge and I believe that the faculty and staff did an outstanding job in this area!  Next week, I’ll begin explaining the results of the many surveys we completed to discover how John Paul II Academy is perceived by students, parents, and teachers in all our areas of operation.  Expect the coming articles to be much longer because the information describes the many areas the OCSAA Standards cover and I want to tell you the full story.  Please feel free to call me if you have any questions about this article.

Sister Helene

