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Dear All: 

Throughout Advent both parishes sang a musical refrain reminding us that Christ is the Light that surrounds us, the Love that enfolds us, the Power that protects us, the Presence that watches over us. This hymn, based on the “O” Antiphons, played in my brain throughout the entire Advent season and has followed me into the Christmas season as well. 

As a person who is slightly “light deprived” during the winter months, there is something special in asking the Lord to “shine in our living and fill our hearts with great thanksgiving.”  I appreciate every ray of sunshine that He sends me!

Christmas is a time for remembering, honoring, and celebrating the birth of Christ. It is a time during which we come to understand, once again, that His coming offered us grace and salvation.  This was the message that we tried to convey to our students at JPII even though they were bombarded outside of the Academy by its commercialization.  

One of the ways in which we helped students to maintain a prayerful focus was to differentiate between “a present” and “a gift”.   The terms, although often used interchangeably, are really not.  Giving a “present” usually means expecting “something” in return.  Giving a “gift” does not.  

Various classes made “gifts” for the elderly, the homebound of both parishes, and for the Christmas baskets filled by the Saint Vincent DePaul Societies.  As a school, we looked for ways to give something special to those less fortunate.  We helped students plan and create gifts for family and friends that were handmade – because they cared enough to make their own!

Even though the Christmas season is short – it ends with the Baptism of the Lord on Sunday, January 9th – our honoring of the Gift of the Child Who is the Light of the World will enable each of us to bring light to a world in need of truth, peace and justice. 

To share the Gift of Christmas, God calls us to stretch out our arms in reverence and care for those less fortunate. Christmas joy will be ours when we help bear the burdens of those in need and attempt to fill hurting hearts with the generous gifts of kindness, compassion and care. 

As the Christmas season unfolds for you and your family, may you know the fullness of Christ, the one who comes as a light in darkness filling the world with protection, power and presence — the one who brings Christmas to our hearts and our homes. 

Blessings of peace, beauty and light be yours in the New Year!      Sister Helene

DIOCESAN TUITION ASSISTANCE
Enclosed with this newsletter is your PSAS application that is the basis of financial assistance for the Diocese of Cleveland’s tuition help.  To even be considered for tuition assistance you must complete and submit a PSAS form. 

I am asking that EACH FAMILY complete a form and submit it to PSAS this year because if your financial situation changes during the year and I want to help you find emergency financial aid, I will need to include your PSAS form.

If you do not have a completed PSAS form on file, there is no way that Father Dan, Father Mike, or I can get you financial help.  

If you have any questions about the form or the process, please call me.  I am more than willing to help you in this endeavor and to give you the security you need should your financial world fall apart during the year.

ACCREDITATION PROCESS for JPII

Since May of 2009, John Paul II Academy has been involved in an eighteen-month self-study process preparing for its first formal Accreditation that will culminate with the visit of the External Accreditation Team on January 11 and 12, 2011.  The Ohio Catholic School Accrediting Association (OCSAA) process is required of every Catholic school in Ohio that holds a valid charter from the State of Ohio, making it eligible to receive state and federal funds for its student operations.   This type of process documents how well a school conforms not only to the standards set by OCSAA but also to the State statues that govern all schools (public, Catholic, and private) in general.

Our self-study involved surveying students, faculty and staff members, and parents regarding JPII’s Catholic Identity, achievement, and the relationships between and among students, teachers, staff members, parents, and the administration.  Not only did we look at our own operations in-house, but we also asked students and parents the same questions about how they perceived John Paul II Academy.  Additional surveys were required of faculty and staff members.  The results of all of these analyses are documented in a report that is nearly five-inches thick!  In addition to our self-study report there are two large plastic file boxes of additional documents that are required for review.  

The Internal Validation Process was directed by a Steering Committee made up of the following teachers at John Paul II Academy:  Mr. James Muniak, (chair), Mrs. Mary Ann Arthur, Mrs. Marydenise Dunagan, Mr. Jeremiah Metzcar, Mrs. Karla Muir, Mrs. Patricia Shumiloff, and Mrs. Michelle Willis.  These seven individuals were the key people in seeing that the process was conducted properly and that the faculty members accepted all reports.  Mrs. Michelle Kroll, Area Superintendent from the Office of Catholic Education, signed off that ALL of our standards were fully met on November 1, 2010.

The two-day visit by the External Validation Team is the last activity in the accreditation process.  The team of five educators received copies of our self-study report in early December and will review all supplementary documents and conduct interviews during their two-day visit in January.  Despite the fact that I am confident that all is in order and we are ready for this experience, I still ask for your prayers.  You can be sure that you will receive a full report as soon as the visit is concluded. 

FOR YOUR CALENDAR

Tuesday, January 18th, 2011, a special presentation entitled “Will our Kids have Faith” will take place at Saints Peter and Paul Church’s Parish Hall located at 4750 Turney Road.  The workshop will begin at 7:00 PM and conclude by 9:00 PM.  

The National Study of Youth and Religion is a ten-year research project funded by Lilly Endowment Inc. It began in August 2001 and will continue until December 2010. The purpose of the project was to research:

· the shape and influence of religion and spirituality in the lives of American adolescents; 

· to identify effective practices in the religious, moral, and social formation of the lives of youth; 

· to describe the extent to which youth participate in and benefit from the programs and opportunities that religious communities are offering to their youth; 

· and to foster an informed national discussion about the influence of religion in youth's lives, to encourage sustained reflection about and rethinking of our cultural and institutional practices with regard to youth and religion. 

Not only did I download the full study (eight separate reports), but I also read them over the holidays.  I hope that you will join me at this meeting – The study addresses all religions – and its findings are extremely important to teachers, parents, and all adults.  

OTHER IMPORTANT DATES

January 5 & 6
Snow Shoeing /Dog Sledding Activities


24 & 26



PROVIDED WE HAVE SNOW!

January 10
High School selection begins for students in grade 8

January 14
End of Term 2  

January 17
No School – MLK, Jr. Birthday observed

January 27
Honors after the 8:30 AM Mass

January 29
PTU Mass 4:30 & Social (6:00 PM) 


SSPP Church and Activity Center

January 30th to February 5th
Catholic Schools’ Week   

More information to come regarding this important week.

Please check your PTU booklet for hot lunch menus and for Market Day deadlines and pick-up.  Your help is greatly appreciated at both of these important initiatives for the students in our schools.

