GOOD NEWS, GOOD NEWS!

One of the promises I made to Upper School parents at our first Back-to-School Night in 2007 was that all of our eighth-graders would take the Ohio Achievement tests (OAA) as an exit test before they graduated because I felt it was crucial for our progress to be measured against that of other school districts and the State of Ohio. And, I further promised that I would publish our results each year.  The 2010 OAA tests were taken in the latter part of April and the results arrived on my doorstep on July 5th.  Needless to say, I am very, very pleased!

Twenty-eight eighth-graders took the three required OAA tests -- Reading, Mathematics, and Science.  Here are our results:

· Reading:

	
	JPII
	Diocese
	State
	Garfield Heights

	Average Score
	429*
	413
	425
	Not Given

	% Proficient or Above
	96
	73
	81
	74.8


* Score is in the Accelerated range

· Mathematics:

	
	JPII
	Diocese
	State
	Garfield Heights

	Average Score
	419
	392
	416
	Not Given

	% Proficient or Above
	79
	35
	69
	47


· Science:

	
	JPII
	Diocese
	State
	Garfield Heights

	Average Score
	400
	390
	411
	Not Given

	% Proficient or Above
	59
	33
	65
	44.9


The eighth-graders were also assessed in the area of writing (composition) through a required Diocesan assessment.  I am delighted to report that of our 28 eighth-graders, 27 (or 96% of the students) scored proficient or above.  Only one student did not reach the proficient benchmark.  This writing test will be given each year, and you can be sure I am looking for a perfect 100%.

Although I agree we have some improvements to make, I am extremely proud of my Upper School teachers who have worked diligently to give each student the best education possible.  In the estimation of this principal, they certainly have succeeded.  

Saint Paul counsels us to “rejoice at the good we see,” so I hope that you are rejoicing along with me and realizing that it is your support that has helped to make this happen.  God bless all of you in the coming week!

Sister Helene

