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Dear All:

This is the second summary report for John Paul II Academy’s Accreditation Self Study.  Demographics are a term we use to describe the characteristics of the student population at JPII.  This report will give you a summary of our three-year enrollment, racial composition, and Catholic-Non-Catholic statistics, and a bird’s eye view of where our students reside.

The foundation of our report began with a discussion of the demographics of Garfield Heights itself.  Through research we found that:

· The population in this area of Cuyahoga Country is estimated to decline by 8.6%.  The population is projected to decline by an additional 5% over the next five years with the number of households projected to decrease by 4.6%.

· In 2000, the average household size was 2.39 people.  

· When one considers the number of school age children, the percentage of children declines by a half percent over the ten year period from 2000 – 2010 for ages 0 through 14.  This does not account for any decrease in the number of households, although a negative growth pattern exists.

· School enrollment in the Cluster’s Catholic schools in Garfield Heights (Saint Martin of Tours, Saint Monica, John Paul II Academy) has been impacted by the same demographic changes, and is projected to decrease in the same proportion as population in an up-coming five-year trend.

On October 9, 2009, the faculty and staff discussed the demographics based upon the three-year picture for Enrollment, Catholicity, and Ethnic Composition in light of the growing enrollment of EdChoice students within the school with the use of graphs on Enrollment, Catholicity, Ethnic Composition, and Geographic Areas from which our students enrolled.  This was especially important because of the growth of EdChoice enrollment within the school and the changing demographics of Garfield Heights itself. 

The data indicate the following statistics for our enrollment between Pre-School (PS) through Grade 8, although only Kindergarten through Grade 8 can be reported to the State of Ohio.

2007-2008  Enrollment
240
  PS:  26 + K-8:   214



        Racial Composition 





White

80%





Non-white
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        Catholicity





Catholic
86%





Non-Catholic
14%

2008-2009 Enrollment
260
 PS:  26 +  K-8:  234



        Racial Composition




White

81%





Non-white
19%




        Catholicity





Catholic
85%





Non-Catholic
15%

2009-2010  Enrollment 
277     PS:  27 +  K-G8:  250



         Racial Composition




White

74%





Non-white
26%




         Catholicity





Catholic
76%





Non-Catholic
24%

The Non-White racial composition of John Paul II Academy includes the following groups:  Asian, Black, Hispanic, Pacific Islander, Multi-racial, and White.  The only racial group we do not enroll are Native Americans. With the open enrollment policy at John Paul II Academy, the population of non-Catholic students has increased by approximately 10% over this three-year period.  

Although most of our students live in Garfield Heights, we also enroll students from Cleveland, Maple Heights, Warrensville Heights, Independence, Brecksville, Broadview Heights, and Bedford/ Bedford Heights.  This is a definite departure from “what used to be” when both schools were parish schools.

Each school has its own requirements, curriculum, and grading system.   Consequently, when new students enroll, it takes a bit of time for them to adjust.  We discussed how to better explain our requirements to the parents of new enrollees and how to better inform them of our requirements.  That discussion in August led to pre-testing for new entrants this year.  

Maintaining our Catholic identity is critical and requires John Paul II Academy to be very specific about our expectations for participation in the Masses, para-liturgical services and prayer services that go on at JPII.  In preparing the accreditation box, I was amazed at how many religious services we have had throughout this year.  It is clear that we are maintaining a strong Catholic identity but it is also evident that students  -- Catholic or not – must become more aware of the traditions and religious requirements.  We, too, must be more open to preparing our students by explaining why we do what we do – rituals and ceremonies which in the past never needed explaining because they were very much part of family parish life.  

The same is true in the curriculum arena.  John Paul II Academy has set high standards for students, especially in mathematics and the language arts.  We are finding that as students move from grade to grade or enter the Academy at a grade other than kindergarten or first grade, we need to be very sensitive to providing them with support if they have not been taught all of the grade-level prerequisite concepts in those subject areas. 

However, one of the greatest challenges for John Paul II Academy is to keep parents who are not parishioners involved in our activities and aware of everything that is going on, not only in the school but in both parishes as well.  Even parishioners are not always aware of those activities!  As a result, I have tried to keep our website as up-to-date as possible on what is going on in our corner of Garfield Heights.

Please spread the news that JPII’s website (www.johnpauliiacademy.org) is an important resource for everyone.  Please visit the NEWS page that will contain not only this report but also the back-up charts for demographics that are going into the accreditation report.

As always, if you have any questions about this article, please contact me.  I am always most happy to answer your questions.

Have a wonderful week!

Sister Helene

