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Dear Parent or Guardian,

December is here and in 13 short days, we will be entering our Christmas vacation break.  When I reminded myself that only three weeks of school were scheduled from our return after Thanksgiving to the last day before vacation, I had two reactions – one of the “Calgon moment” – the, ahhh – 13 days – and then the hair-raising, wild-eyed realization that EVERYTHING I had planned had to fit into 13 short days.  

In as much as is possible with children, we are keeping the focus on Advent and the preparation for the coming of the Lord, rather than the “what do you want for Christmas from Santa” mentality.  We will be concentrating on serving others first – the elderly, the shut-ins, and those in service to our country.  Although making gifts for the special people in our lives will be part of these activities, please know that we will still maintain a gentle focus which we hope will transfer over to your home as well.

Yes, we will have our traditional Christmas pageants – Pre-School on Monday evening, December 6th and the “Voices of Christmas” on Friday, December 10th.  The full-school presentation is at 1:45 and the evening presentation at 7:00 PM.  Please feel free to attend the performance that best fits your schedule.
Please contact your child’s teacher about any other activities being planned for the classes.  He or she may appreciate the help of a volunteer or two during those activities. 

Look for additional updates as we move through the month.  Sometimes the very best activities occur because of a suggestion rather than a major planned event.

PEACE!!

ADVENT – A Time of Waiting for Jesus Christ

Loyola Press is the publisher of our religion series and has a site that allows us to access various reflections and inspirational readings.  I chanced on this reflection, liked it very much, and hope that you will like it, too.  It helped me not lose site of what I need to remember during a time when everything focuses on the commercialism of the coming holiday.

“Advent is a season of preparation:  we shop for gifts, plan parties, and decorate our homes for the coming of Christmas.  Sometimes it is easy to forget the real mission of Advent:  preparing our hearts for the coming of Jesus Christ.  We are bombarded by commercial messages in which the reason for Christmas – Emmanuel, “God with us” – is absent or overlooked.  However, the rituals and practices of our Catholic liturgies during this season can join us together with the People of God.  United we can offer messages of challenge and hope and express our desire for God’s presence in our midst.

We wait for the coming of Christ in human history at Bethlehem, in our hearts each day, and at the end of time.  The readings of Advent direct us to be prepared as we “do not know the hour or the day” of Christ’s coming.  But it is the present to which we should give our attention.  Christ comes to us each day in word and sacrament, in prayer and grace, and through the people in his Church.  Can we try to be aware of his presence and power within our lives?  Can we be open to his call and let him work through us in the world.

What is the message of Advent?  For what are we waiting?  Maranatha!  Come, Lord Jesus!  Help us to know you, to love you, and to serve you.  Increase our faith.  Help us understand.  Let us be your eyes, ears, and hands on earth.  Let us show your love.  Come!”

See loyolapress.com for many creative ideas on how to celebrate Advent with your children and your entire family.

Digital Kids in a Digital Age

Ernest Boyer, the past President  of the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching and Learning, stated that it was no longer enough to simply read and write.  “Children must also learn how to spot stereotypes, isolate a social cliché, and distinguish facts from propaganda, analysis from banter, and important news from coverage.”  

In all walks of life, our students will need to be digitally savvy --  they not only need to know how to access, use, and manage information,  but they will also need to know how manage the challenges and opportunities of technology.

As you know, all students at JPII receive instruction in computer technology and have access to two computer labs as well as to additional computers in their classrooms.  Well, we have expanded that access to wireless net books in primary-level classrooms.  These net books were purchased with Title I funds and serve to support learning across the curriculum for students who need support as well as those who need enrichment.

When students in the third grade read about salsa music – a concept unfamiliar to all of them – they goggled it from the net book, and within minutes were dancing to the salsa beat!

When the second-graders read about owls in an informational article in their readers, they goggled owls, learned about the different species of that bird, and even heard the owls’ cries and screeches.  

First graders use the classroom net book on a more individual basis but I hope to see a more class-based  focus in the next semester.  After all, they are just learning how to read!  

Being a Gift to Others

How many times have you heard the phrase, “You are a real gift”?  Voiced or unvoiced, that phrase really means a lot to one who says it and to the one who hears it.  Being a gift means that, ultimately, God gives to others through us and our responsibility is to remain responsive to Him.

Being a gift, also brings to mind our distinctiveness – a gift is special because it is distinctive.  Think about this:  Throughout Scripture we continually encounter (learn about) individuals who were loyal to God, did His will, and yet displayed their individuality.  Never in the Scriptures did the Lord ask any person to be a clone of any other.

God has given each of us a one-of-a-kind mix of qualities.  We each have certain talents and potential, a particular type of energy level, tastes and affinities that make us distinctive and special.  

It is especially important to remember that God has asked us to be good stewards of the gifts He has given us—so that we can make the best use of them for others.  That means placing limits on ourselves – taking proper care of ourselves – so that we can be the best possible gifts in the lives of those around us.

So, when you are having that second cup of coffee,  taking time to read, and, especially, taking time to pray – remember that you are ensuring that you are the best “gift” you can be in your service to the Lord and to others.

For Your Calendar

Dec. 4
Home for the Holidays – 1:00 PM to 4:PM  


Come early, stay late, and SHOP!!!

Dec. 6
Preschool Nativity Play  7:00 PM JPII Gym

Dec. 8
Holy Day Mass  8:30 AM  (there will be no 


Mass on Thursday)


NO AFTER CARE TODAY

Dec. 10

JPII Christmas Pageant – ST Church

1:45 PM for the school; 7:00 PM for the public 

Week of Dec. 13



Interims go home

Dec.  16
School Mass – 8:30 AM

Dec. 17

Last day before the Christmas Break

THIS IS A FULL DAY OF SCHOOL

Jan. 3, 2011
WE ARE BACK IN SESSION
Jan. 11 & 12
Accreditation visit by the External Team

Jan.  14

End of Term 2

Jan.  17

Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday observed – No school for students

